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Transcript: Havruta Time--Part 1
(This is the beginning of the same havruta as below. The video is split into two parts to simplify
viewing.)
Note: The transcripts in this webcase are excerpted from longer classroom discussions. They
are not intended for use independent of the videos which they accompany.
Sophia: Now we are supposed to read this [the text]. (They read the Hebrew and English outloud…Reading from the havruta guided questions:)
"What happens to a group when you exclude someone?"
Eli: Maybe if you exclude someone, then the other person doesn't have anything to do so they
start calling people to get out of games and then nobody has anything to do at all. Instead of just
letting them join your game.
Sophia: When you exclude someone if you are playing a game in a group or you are studying,
you don't have as much ideas and you don’t have a person who thinks about it that way, because
each person thinks about it differently.
Eli: What should we write down?
Sophia: Do you want to write down…Let's just think for a second. When you take a person
away, you don't have those ideas anymore.
Eli: So they could have had a great idea. (They write down their responses.)
Sophia: You could read this one (points to havruta guided questions).
Eli: (Reading from the havruta guided questions) "What do the stones on the top need in order
not to fall?"
Sophia: They-Eli: They need the stones on the bottom. So if they didn’t have the stones on the bottom then
they’d have nothing to stand on, so they'd just fall.
Sophia: They need the stones on the bottom. So if one of the stones on the bottom would go
away, the whole thing would fall. So do you want to write down, "They need the bottom
stones?" (Writing: "they need the …")
Sophia : (Reading from the havruta guided questions) What do you need to do as a partner or
havruta so that your partner feels included?"
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Eli: I think that you have to let them finish their ideas before you can just start saying
[something]. So if someone says, “This eel has some cool tentacles." And then someone says,
"No, it doesn’t. Oh no, that’s not cool. My eel has feet.”
Sophia: Or if you are talking about real havruta, like remember before when we talked about
Rabbi Shammai and Rabbi Hillel and like he would say: "I have an idea." And they would say,
"Noooo"--they wouldn't feel included. And if you don't take their ideas seriously and like you
have two ideas and don't even listen to the other one, you are disagreeing with the other person's
idea.
So what should we write down because we have a lot?
Eli: How about don't…
Teacher: You can write down more than one idea.
Sophia: Can we go on the back [of the sheet]?
Eli: Don't just interrupt in the middle of their sentence. That would be our first idea. (They write
down their responses.)
Sophia: And we need to listen to an idea...
Eli: Instead, wait for them to finish their idea.
Sophia: Listen and look at your havruta and be respectful. (They write down their responses.)
Eli: So we could say if you want to disagree-Sophia: Do it politely.
Eli: Do it politely. (They write.)
Sophia: If you want to disagree, do it politely. (They are writing this down as they she says it.)

Havruta Time--Part 2
(This is a continuation of the same havruta from above. The video is split into two parts to
simplify viewing.)
Eli: (Reading from the havruta guided questions) "Reread the last line of this text: What do you
think that last line shows about what Judaism values in community?"
Sophia: So, I should read it?
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Eli: Yes.
(Sophia reads the last line in Hebrew and Eli joins in.)
Sophia: Do you want to do it first?
Eli: I don't have an idea yet.
Sophia: I think this shows that it's always not taking one away; you can add one.
Eli: I disagree because if you think, because it shows that Judaism values community so if you
aren't keeping everything to yourself and stuff, then you could be a better person in the
community but if you keep taking away and taking away people and not helping the community,
you won't be part of that community.
Sophia: So…can you say that in a different way?
Eli: Don't be not supporting the community…be supporting the community, helping them.
Sophia: So, there's like, so what does it have to do with this? Because you are adding?
Eli: Yes, because you are adding.
Sophia: And I was saying, in this text, these three lines, it's not always taking away. That's what
I was trying to say. Now it's putting one back on. It shows that it's not always taking something
away; it's putting it back on.
So what do you want to write down? Do you want to write down both ideas? Do you agree with
mine?
Eli: Yes, I agree with yours.
Sophia: I agree with yours. Do you want to mix them together?
Eli: What did you say again?
Sophia: That it's not always taking one away. It's sometimes putting one back on.
Eli: In your community, don't always be taking away; be helping your community and
supporting them.
Sophia: Okay.
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